CHAPTER XVII
Skutari and the Turkish Gendarmerie
THE Allied authorities in Constantinople were
preparing to -take some action on the Treaty
of Sevres. The officers detailed to the com-
missions had arrived and, having seen the sights of
Stambul, were now impatient for work. The treaty
was still in existence only on paper. Lieutenant-General
Sir Charles Harington had taken over as the General
Officer Commanding the Allied Forces of Occupation
in Turkey; a title which though it had a fine sound
was humorous and Gilbertian, for his jurisdiction ran
over a handful of British troops and the few square
miles of the neutral zone, and his " Allied Command "
consisted in his right to try to persuade his unwilling
French and Italian colleagues to act with him.
The Greeks were preparing for their second great
offensive. They required every man. They were, more-
over, not so trusting and amenable as in the days of
Venizelos. They were unwilling to continue to do the
dirty work of the Allies. Hitherto they had held the
Ismidt Peninsula with the sole object of covering Con-
stantinople and from here they now, by agreement
with the Allies, began to withdraw. As they retired
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